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Gallery News 
 
In the past three years that I have worked in the Gallery there are three enduring things that I have learnt: 
 

1) That you can have intelligent artists, working on an amazing idea, creating an exhibition to challenge 
perceptions about galleries and art but without some intervention it doesn't always translate to the visitor as 
you intended. 

2) That there are brilliant people in Harlow that continue to educate and celebrate Sir Frederick Gibberd's 
        vision but without proteges and more people to pick up this mantle his legacy will be lost. 
3) That we have  31 primary and 6 secondary schools plus our FE college and Uni:  thousands of young people 
        in our town who could play a role in Harlow's cultural tourism, promoting pride through our important 
        collections but more importantly participate in our future arts programmes. 

   
It appears I have learnt what you probably already knew!  My role and the one of my small team, including 
dedicated, enthusiastic volunteers, is to:-  
 1) interact where we can by demystifying gallery etiquette and art and encouraging long term followers. 
 2) create opportunities to promote the collections through events, talks and tours. 
 3) offer free exciting, inspiring workshops to all schools as well as innovative ways of developing 15-19 yr olds 
through a Young Curators programme. 
  
We all have so much more to do for the arts in the town, we have a fantastic gallery space - the best in Essex, one of 
the most important watercolour collections in Britain, Award winning Sculpture, aspiring, respected artists and a 
heap of people who want to make a difference. 
  
I'm excited that we are seeing an increase in visitors, art that makes you stop and think and new sculpture in the 
town and am hopeful that if we continue to make a difference through our activity people will not need to be 
encouraged to speak with pride about Harlow's cultural diversity. 
 
Coming up - 
Harlow Open 10th October  Private View - 19th December (Saturday openings 15th November and 6th December) 
Emerging Artists 8th January - Saturday 31st (Open all day Saturday 31st - meet the artists and Private view.) 
 
Corrina Dunlea 
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Harlow Sculpture Map and raffle draw 
 
Harlow is now the location of perhaps the finest collection of truly public sculpture in 
the United Kingdom (acknowledged as such by the Marsh Prize 2010) and includes the 
work of famous sculptors such as Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth and Rodin. 
To complement this, the Friends, with the help of Harlow Art Trust, launched the 3rd 
edition of the Harlow Sculpture Map showing all 84 pieces of public sculpture, at a 
gathering in the Gibberd Gallery on 22nd August 2014.  
All the sculptures are indicated on the street map and can be visited by following on 
foot or by bicycle the various trails which are shown. The map can also be downloaded 
from the Gibberd Gallery website www.gibberdgallery.co.uk You can collect your copy 
from the Gallery. 
At the launch in the Gibberd Gallery we drew the prize winner of the raffle for a 
painting created and donated by Jackie Chakravarti. The winning ticket number was 
drawn by a ‘lady in pink’ (Jane Whittle) and the painting was delivered to the lucky 
winner, Marian Farningham, that evening by Lin Hilton, who had kindly organised this, 
the first raffle by the FoHS&GG. Do look out for our next raffle which again will be an 
original work by a well-known local artist. The proceeds will go towards the 
conservation and reframing of one the watercolours in the permanent collection of Sir 
Frederick Gibberd which he gave to the town, now housed in the Gibberd Gallery for all 
to enjoy. 
 
Jenny Lushington   
 
 
Gerda Rubinstein at Home 
 
On Saturday 14th June I visited Gerda in her Reigate home and studio as part of the Surrey Artists’ Open Studio days. 
It was heartening and inspiring to find her as active and enthusiastic about her work as ever. Before visitors began to 
arrive I was treated to an interview, where we talked about her subject matter and history involving Harlow. 
 
As a teenager she lived during the Occupation in Holland for five years. She met and married her architect husband, 
Christopher Stevens, and came to live in London. Lady Gibberd, then working for the Art Trust, saw her work at 
Gallery 66, Blackheath and thus began the extensive collection of sculpture for the Garden and Town, with a version 
of ‘City’ as a present for Sir Frederick in 1972. It was to be a lasting connection, Gerda donating a commemorative 
relief of Lady Gibberd to the Garden in 2009. 
 

 
 

http://www.gibberdgallery.co.uk/


 
Gerda excels in modelling and casting techniques using mainly 
figures and animals as subject matter. She told me she was 
pleased with her fountain and eight life-sized flamingoes for a 
listed garden in Blackheath (2010) and talked about ‘Construction’, 
a bronze cast of builders scaling bamboo scaffolding, which she 
witnessed in China while visiting a hospital designed by her 
husband. Her female subjects, many of them models she used at 
her adult art classes, are actively posed and were interspersed 
with circus figures and dancers in her small studio, where she 
models the clay or wax for casting in bronze, resin or concrete. It is 
thanks to these reproductive methods that the Trust was able to 
obtain a fibre glass cast of Julia (she had retained the mould) to 
replace the bronze, which has been relocated to the Playhouse for 
safe keeping, and yet not deprive Sewell Harris Close of their 
sculpture. 
 
We are lucky to have many of her works in Harlow. They have a direct and delightful appeal for all ages and invite 
viewing from multiple angles. Like their maker they are positively animated. 
 
Lin Hilton 
 
 

 

An unsolicited testimonial. Positive feedback is always welcome. 

My husband and I recently went on the Cultural Tour starting at the Gibberd Gallery and finishing at the 

Gibberd Garden.  The whole experience was well organised, great fun and extremely informative.  It is 

embarrassing to admit that having lived in Harlow for thirty years there were still little corners unknown to us 

but that oversight has now been rectified. With the new sculpture map in our pocket we plan to take our own 

tour round the town, viewing all the sculptures, but unfortunately making do with a sandwich rather than the 

delicious lunch we had at the Gibberd Garden.  Well done to everyone who organised it. Such a joy.  

Ann Flint  

 
 
 
Culture tours 
 
I have really enjoyed taking people around Harlow this summer. With help from Mag and John on the walkabout and 
bus tours it has been a pleasure more than a task.  Starting off with coffee and an introductory talk in the Gallery by 
Corrina or Lin sets the scene for our town tour. 
 
After ‘doing’ the Water Gardens and Town Centre every group was surprised with the settings of some of our very 
important works of art - on little greens in the housing estates and outside ordinary shops. We finish off at Newhall 
where the spirit of Sir Fred’s ideals still carries on with innovative architecture and art. 
  
Information on the sculptures is contained in the new Sculpture map which our visitors are all given, but it’s the little 
bits about why they are where they are, why were they moved, who unveiled them and what local people thought 
about them that catch the imagination and interest of those on the tour. 
 
 



By 1pm everyone is ready to relax over the lovely 
buffet lunch at the Gibberd Garden before Garden 
volunteer Carol gives a biographical picture of Sir 
Fred before leading the guests into the House so 
that they can see his personal vision and the views 
from the picture windows that are formed by the 
garden he created and, with his wife, decorated with 
sculptures, many by the same artists who created 
those all around the town. 
 
I am looking forward to helping with these tours 
again next year but it would be lovely to have a few 
more volunteers to come with me, it does help when 
two of us are with a group. I hope to be organizing 
some mini tours/talks over the autumn and winter. If 
any of you would like to help promote our wonderful 
heritage you can come and get some background 
information on the sculptures and then join us next summer. Look out for the dates and I will look forward to seeing 
some of you. 
 
Jenny Lushington  
 
 
Iceni by Anthony Hawken 
 

 
 
This carving in Portland stone was commissioned by Harlow Art Trust in 1995, and stands in Colt Hatch. It was 
recently cleaned by Harlow Art Trust. 
 
Anthony Hawken was born in 1948 and studied at the Royal Academy Schools. He works in a semi-abstract style but 
has also made figures in bronze, marble and stone. He has had works in many private and corporate collections, 
including the British Museum and the V&A. Iceni is named after the ancient Celtic Iceni tribe, and the semi-abstract 
swirling forms reflect Hawken’s study of Celtic brooches and other artefacts. The reverse side includes a large shape 
based on a cod’s skull found by the artist while beach-combing at Dungeness. 
 
Barbara Burge 
 



 

The Runaway Rotavator skids to a halt 
 
James Curry happened to glimpse the Runaway Rotavator by Allan Sky, in storage since being removed from its 
previous site, being moved to Poundland’s Distribution Centre in Elizabeth Way, near the Roydon Road roundabout, 
where it must be content to rotavate paving stones, not grass. Harlow Art Trust approved the work’s prominent 
position at the entrance to the site. The artist visited the piece in storage and suggested repairs, which have been 
carried out, and paid for, by Poundland.  Uniquely for Harlow’s public sculptures the Runaway Rotavator is now 
floodlit! 
 

 
 
On Loan 
 
The Art Trust has loaned Rodin’s Eve for the travelling exhibition Moore Rodin, which went to Compton Verney, 
Warwickshire and is to be returned September 17th to Perry Green before reinstalling. 
The watercolours by John Nash from the permanent collection have been on show at the Royal West of England 
Academy, Bristol alongside works from his brother Paul. Both lived during two World Wars. The exhibition Back from 
the Front : Brothers in Art  ends September 14th.   
 
Talk in London 

William Mitchell, the sculptor of the concrete reliefs in the Town and Water Gardens is giving a talk on Sculpture and 
Architecture on 4th December 6.30 pm at 70 Cowcross St, ECIM 6EJ.  £10 for non-members. 
Please see events(a)c20society.org.uk 
 
Damaged Sculpture 
 
If you have any concerns over the condition of a sculpture please contact Sue Macdonald. 
sue@harlowarttrust.org.uk. 
 
Membership details 
To join the Friends of Harlow Sculpture and Gibberd Gallery, receive information about forthcoming events, 
invitations to private views, he newsletter, talks by artists, subsidised visits to local and regional exhibitions and 
become involved in investing in Harlow’s heritage and future, please complete the following form:- 
 

Membership costs £8.00 for Adults or £5.00 for Students and unwaged or £10.00 for organizations. 
 
Name …………………………………….…………………………..type of membership £…………    Date ……………. 
Address ……………………………………………………………………….…………………..Post code ………………………..  
Telephone ……………………… Mob …………..…..………………………….   Email ………….……………………………… 
 

Please make cheque payable to Friends of Harlow Sculpture and Gibberd Gallery, (FoHSGG) and forward to :- 
The Membership Secretary, FoHSGG, The Gibberd Gallery, Civic Centre, The Water Gardens, Harlow, Essex. CM20 
1WG.Cash payments can be made in person at the Gallery desk. 
 
 Items for the next Newsletter to sarah.bracey1@ntlworld.com  

http://c20society.org.uk/
mailto:sue@harlowarttrust.org.uk
mailto:sarah.bracey1@ntlworld.com

